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The Corrimal Coke Works closed in 2014 after more than 100 years of metallurgical coke 
production. The 18-hectare property is directly adjacent to Corrimal train station, 
and represents an outstanding opportunity to provide affordable and sustainable housing 
close to public transport. The development of housing adjacent to the station will enliven the 
station precinct through complementary provision of small scale transit related retail 
services. The green space of the proposed development will also improve connectivity and 
provide recreational resources for the entire Corrimal community, while protecting and 
enhancing local environmental resources. 

 
Some time ago, local residents Paul Evans and Marie 
Caine brought to our attention the drainage issues 
experienced by our neighbours adjoining the Coke Works 
in Cross Street and Railway Street. We later met with Paul 
and Marie to see the drainage issues first hand. 
 
ICC engaged expert hydrology consultants, Cardno, to 
carefully investigate the drainage and flooding issues.  
 

 
 

In re-envisaging the future of the Corrimal Coke 
Works, the Illawarra Coke Company (ICC) engaged 
expert hydrology consultants from engineering firm 
Cardno to model flood risk in the North Corrimal Creek, 
and to carefully examine the drainage issues and 
flooding risks for residents of properties adjoining the 
Coke Works.   

Cardno were tasked with developing a solution to 
eliminate flooding for the Coke Works property that 
also optimised outcomes for our neighbours. 

Cardno completed extensive investigations and 
recommended realigning the degraded North Corrimal 
Creek, which no longer follows its original course 
through the Coke Works property. The modelling 
completed by Cardno demonstrated that the proposed 
realignment of the North Corrimal Creek would result 
in the Coke Works property being flood free whilst also 
reducing the flooding risks for Cross Street and 
Railway Street residences adjoining our property.  
Cardno’s work showed that other neighbours will be 
unaffected by the realignment. 
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In addition to reducing flood risk for neighbours, while 
realigning the North Corrimal Creek we will also repair 
the creek’s severely degraded riparian zone, significantly 
improving habitat with native planting and careful 
landscaping.  

ICC included the proposed realignment of the North 
Corrimal Creek in its Planning Proposal lodged with 
Wollongong City Council (WCC) on the 4th of October.  

 

How will the Planning Proposal benefit Cross Street 
and Railway Street neighbours? 

For residents of properties accessed from Cross Street 
and Railway Street, the Corrimal Coke Works Planning 
Proposal will:  

- reduce flooding risks  

- enable removal of the bund earth wall adjacent to 
our neighbours and create a new, readily 
accessible park environment to the rear of 
properties adjoining the Coke Works.  This will 
also permanently resolve drainage problems 
experienced by some neighbours 

- provide 7 ha of open space including public 
parkland and conservation areas adjacent to 
neighbour’s homes 

- enable a shared pedestrian and cycle path link 
to Corrimal Beach, and to Robert Ziems Park and 
the Corrimal town centre.  The path will also 
provide better off-road access to local schools, 
the railway station, Robert Ziems Park and the 
Corrimal town centre for neighbours to the south 
of the Coke Works property 

- create neighbourhood shops and neighbourhood 
services in a new public square adjacent to the 
Corrimal Railway Station 

- ensure the nearest residential buildings will be 
over 40m away from Cross Street/Railway Street 
neighbours’ rear fences, across the creek 

- improve the amenity of all properties located 
adjacent to the former Coke Works by 
transforming the urban environment of the local 
area, providing ready access to parkland, 
conservation areas and neighbourhood facilities 
in what was previously an industrial site.  

 

What are the next steps in the Planning process? 
To rezone the Corrimal Coke Works, a Planning 
Proposal must go through the Gateway Process. This is 
a five-step process which commences with a review by 
Wollongong City Council (WCC), and includes the 
consideration of feedback received through a formal 
community consultation process. Approval from the 
NSW Department of Planning and Environment is 
required before the land can be rezoned. 
 
Once rezoned, a Development Application (DA) will then 
need to be lodged with WCC and publicly exhibited. 

Following careful consideration of the DA and any 
pubic submissions, WCC will determine whether the 
development is approved. This whole approval 
process typically takes between 18 – 36 months.  

 

What can ICC do in the short term to help alleviate 
drainage issues for Cross Street residents? 

Although the proposed realignment of the North 
Corrimal Creek will address flooding and drainage 
issues for Cross Street and Railway Street residents 
in the longer term, ICC has been investigating to see 
if an interim solution might be available to alleviate 
some of the drainage issues.  

A team including representatives from ICC, WCC, our 
geotechnical consultants Douglas Partners and our 
hydrology consultant Cardno have been investigating 
interim solutions. From the analysis carried out, the 
recommendation is to install a discharge through the 
bund wall at the lowest drainage point to the south 
east of the Cross Street residences. Drainage will 
therefore be channelled more directly into North 
Corrimal Creek.  

WCC has reviewed this recommendation and 
provided their in principle support. WCC is also 
planning to proceed with curbing and guttering in 
Cross Street, which will reduce overland flow onto the 
affected properties.  

 

What approvals are required to commence work 
on the interim solution?  

Prior to commencing the works ICC must obtain 
regulatory approvals to undertake the work proposed 
at the southern end of Cross Street adjacent to the 
creek.  The proposed drainage into the creek may 
complicate obtaining the requisite approvals.  At this 
stage we hope the drainage access works can be 
completed in about 3 months, but the work could take 
considerably longer to be completed if regulatory 
approval for the work is delayed.   

ICC is committed to seeking approval and completing 
the work as soon as possible.  

 

How can you stay informed? 
We are committed to ensuring you are kept updated. 
We will continue to update you on the interim drainage 
project and the progress of the Corrimal Planning 
Proposal. We have created a dedicated website  

www.corrimalcokeworks.com.au  

This includes information about the reinvigoration of 
the Coke Works and provides an opportunity for you 
to register your interest to receive project updates. 
We’ll continue to actively engage with our neighbours 
and the wider community, update our website and 
respond to questions raised.  

We hope you have found this update useful. 

 

Kate Strahorn, Director 

Illawarra Coke Company Pty Ltd  
 


