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Providing more than 9 hectares of 
new, high quality public parkland 
for current and future residents in 
the community.
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Breathing new 
life into Corrimal 
Coke Works

The Corrimal Coke Works closed its doors  
in 2014, after a proud history of producing 
metallurgical coke. During its operation, the 
Corrimal Coke Works was inaccessible to the 
community. Our plan is to reconnect Corrimal 
and create a place that is open to all.

We believe the strongest communities are 
made of diverse people, places, stories and 
experiences. That's why we want to create  
a new kind of place where there's something  
for everyone – heritage appreciation and 
modern architecture, new pedestrian and 
cycleways, bush and parklands, community 
and leisure facilities.

As a place of ongoing importance to the people of 
Corrimal and the Illawarra region, the Illawarra Coke 
Company (ICC) and Legacy Property plan to transform 
this derelict site into a vibrant community, which serves 
and benefits current and future residents of Corrimal 
and the Wollongong region. 

Key Benefits:

 –  More than 9 hectares of new, high 
quality public parkland representing 
more than 50% of the site

 – Retention, preservation and 
celebration of key heritage items

 – Improved access, amenity and 
facilities at Corrimal Station

 – A new regional walking/cycling 
connection through the site

 – New housing choices, including 
affordable housing

 – Provision of local retail services

 – Flexible space for tele-working and 
local start-ups

 – Rehabilitation of the North  
Corrimal Creek providing an improved 
biodiversity outcome

 – A 5-star Green Star Communities rating 
across the site, representing Australian 
best practice in sustainability
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Consultation about the 
future of the Coke Works 
has been ongoing since  
it closed in 2014.

Shaped by 
community

Consultation activities have  
included extensive visioning workshops, 
information sessions, surveys and  
meetings with the community. 

Importantly, we have listened to  
feedback from the community and  
Council in making changes to the  
masterplan for the site including:

 – Increasing public open space to more  
than 50% of the site 

 – Expanding walking/cycling paths

 – Providing a new roundabout entry  
on Railway Street

 – Ensuring there are two emergency access 
entry/exits in addition to the Harbinger St 
round about

 – Increasing retention and interpretation  
of heritage items

 – Provision for affordable housing 

 – New community and flexible working spaces

 – Greater protection of flying foxes  
that occasionally visit the site

 – Committing to a 5-star Green Star  
Communities Sustainability rating  
across the site

   A 2019 survey showed a strong  
majority of people support reusing  
Corrimal Coke Works as a new  
residential community.
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 A Distinct Identity
 – Significant restoration and interpretation 
of heritage elements to celebrate the 
local history of the Coke Works

 – Opportunity to recognise local  
Aboriginal heritage

 Strong Connections
 – New regional walking and cycling  
pathways providing a new link in 
the ‘bush to beach’ connection

 – Attractive and safe access  
to Corrimal Station

 – Provision of land to Council for a future 
railway overpass on Railway Street

 Pride in Quality Spaces
 – More than 9 hectares of new,  
high quality public parkland

 – Restoration of North Corrimal  
Creek, providing an improved 
biodiversity outcome

 Smart Growth
 – New housing choices for the current 
and future needs of the community, 
including affordable housing

 – New residents to support local 
Corrimal businesses

 – Flexible community space for  
tele-working and local start-ups

 – Green star community  
rating for delivering holistic 
sustainability outcomes

The Corrimal Coke Works 
redevelopment will deliver key 
elements of the Corrimal Town  
Centre Plan 2015–2025, which  
was prepared in partnership  
with the local community  
and Wollongong City Council.

The Corrimal Coke Works 
redevelopment represents  
a major catalyst in the ongoing  
revitalisation of Corrimal.
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Celebrating 
our stories

The Coke Works’ heritage, 
character and stories  
are highly prized and  
will be a key priority  
for its revitalisation.

  A Conservation Management Strategy  
has identified which items are important  
to keep and how they can be re-used  
to enable greater community access to  
these important parts of local history. 

This includes:

 – Preserving the iconic 1912 brick  
chimney as a distinctive landmark

 – Retaining and interpreting parts of  
the original C1 Coke Oven Battery

 – Adaptively re-using the former 
powerhouse building

 – Creating interpretive displays throughout  
the site to share its stories and  
recognise key historical figures

 – Maintaining key view corridors to  
heritage features so they are integral  
to the future character of the site  
and the region

Artist’s impression of heritage precinct and plaza
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Promoting 
sustainability

A Wollongong first, the Coke Works site 
will be designed to meet a 5-star Green 
Star Communities rating, representing 
Australian best practice.  

This means that the entire site will be 
designed to meet rigorous criteria for 
sustainable design, construction and 
operation, as well as creating a healthy 
place for people.

 Corrimal also holds a walk score of 82, 
which means that most errands can be  
done on foot, reducing the need for cars.

 Key sustainability initiatives include:

 – Stormwater harvesting and reuse in 
street and park irrigation – water will 
leave the site in a better state

 – Community gardens

 – LED lighting 

 – Responsibly-sourced materials, including 
timber, steel and concrete

 – Re-using building materials and fabric such 
as the bricks

 – Reducing the construction and demolition 
waste going to landfill by at least 80%

 – Site remediation using best practice

 – Biodiversity enhancement

 – Re-establishment of the creek riparian zone

 – Water quality improvements through 
aquatic planting

 – Extensive tree canopy

 – Waste recycling throughout the site 

 – Promotion of sustainable transport 
including rail, cycling and walking

 – Water Sensitive Urban Design will ensure that 
every drop of water that lands on the Corrimal 
Coke Works will leave in a better state

The Corrimal Coke Works 
will be the first 5-star 
Green Star Communities 
residential development  
to be built in Wollongong.

Water Sensitive Urban 
Design will ensure that 
every drop of water that 
lands on the Corrimal 
Coke Works will leave  
in a better state.
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A place of 
many precincts 

The Coke Works master 
plan features a series of 
distinct character precincts 
celebrating its industrial past 
and natural environment.

The Coke Works will be an exemplar of urban  
renewal providing high quality design outcomes. 
More than 50% of the site will be green open 
space, with over 9 hectares of new parkland. 

A new civic precinct next to Corrimal Station 
will include heritage reuse and interpretation  
to celebrate the site’s rich stories. Diverse 
natural habitats will also be retained and 
enhanced, including woodlands and creeks.

New buildings will range from two to four 
storeys. The buildings and road network are 
arranged to maintain views of the escarpment 
and retained heritage.

Treetop 
Escarpment

Green Edge

Village Park

Civic Hub

Key
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Treetop Escarpment 
Organic-shaped buildings with gardens 
and balconies nestled into the canopy, 
using natural materials to harmonise 
with the nearby treetops.

Green Edge
Located along the green creek edge, this 
area will engage with the riparian corridor, 
with lush green features and large balconies.

Civic Hub
The civic heart of the precinct next 
to Corrimal Station, drawing inspiration 
from the site’s industrial character.

Village Park
Terrace-like design with a wide variety 
of materials and textures to create 
character and difference. 

Artist’s impression Artist’s impression

Artist’s impression
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Providing 
more choice 

Our vision for the Coke 
Works is to create an 
inclusive community that 
welcomes people from  
all walks of life.

People’s needs for housing in the Illawarra are 
changing. By creating a mix of housing types 
and price points we can ensure that the site 
extends the village-like character of Corrimal, 
supporting a genuine sense of community and 
belonging. Some of the many types of housing 
include terraces and apartments. A community 
housing provider will manage the affordable 
housing homes.

Studios
Ideal for those starting out in their first  
home or downsizing, studios offer an  
affordable lifestyle with all the benefits  
of the wider precinct and its facilities.

Loft Apartments
Loft apartments feature large  
adaptable open space and will draw  
on the industrial character of the site.

Artist’s impression

Artist’s impression
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Torrens Title Homes
House-like terraces with their own front 
door and outdoor spaces. Bedrooms are 
often on the level above the kitchen and 
living spaces.

Artist’s impression

4 Bedroom Apartments
As more families embrace apartment  
living, we’ll be providing larger home-style  
apartments that suit the whole family.  
This will complement the 1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartment types.

Affordable Housing
We’ll be working with a community housing 
provider to deliver affordable housing for 
people in the Illawarra, such as essential 
workers including the police force and  
nurses and people on benefits, low incomes  
or with a disability.

Co-working Hub/ 
Community Space
The heritage Power House building will 
become a co-working and community  
space for tele-working and local start-ups, 
promoting an entrepreneurial mindset and 
cross-fertilisation of ideas as well as talks 
and community activities.

Artist’s impression
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A new 
benchmark for 
urban renewal

Examples of  
urban renewal 
success stories

Alphington Mill
The former Alphington Paper Mill, is 
widely regarded as the best mixed-use 
redevelopment site in Melbourne. Located 
just six kilometres from the CBD, the site 
had been largely inaccessible to the public 
due to its former industrial use for over 
100 years. The closure of the Mill opened 
the opportunity to transform the site into 
a wide variety of housing types including 
townhouses, warehouse conversions, 
apartments and free-standing houses.

The site also includes public open space, 
community facilities, stringent sustainable 
development requirements, cafes, a school,  
new town centre and offices. In particular,  
the wide diversity of housing and inclusion  
of quality public space is an aspiration  
that’s shared for the revitalisation of the  
Coke Works site.

Artist’s impression

Artist’s impression
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The Corrimal Coke Works revitalisation will draw  
on the expertise of a team of leading urban and landscape 
architects, selected to deliver high quality outcomes, 
setting a new benchmark in the Illawarra region.

This means that there will not only be  
more choice, but also more diversity  
of character, scale, materials and form.  
We plan to commission a wide variety of 
architects and designers, including local 

architects who have demonstrated excellence 
in responding to the Illawarra landscape. We 
will be drawing from best practice precedents 
across similar sites to champion excellence.

New Acton Canberra
It’s hard to imagine today that Canberra’s 
vibrant New Acton precinct was once 
an unloved site with a rundown heritage- 
listed hotel.

The precinct now features seven buildings, 
including the eco-friendly Nishi building  
which houses the flagship Nishi Apartments 
Eco-Living by Ovolo, ground-floor retail, an 
apartment building, small art gallery, the 
original but refurbished hotel and a small bike 
repair shack.

Key to the successful redevelopment of the 
site was deep collaboration across multiple 
design firms spanning both architecture and 
landscape, to create a uniquely Canberra  
place. It’s this spirit of collaboration and  
cross-pollination of ideas that we will be 
injecting into the Coke Works site to create  
a place that adds to Corrimal’s identity.
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Generous 
public spaces 

Redevelopment of the Corrimal Coke Works will deliver 
an additional 9 hectares of new high quality public open 
spaces for the people of Corrimal. More than 50% of 
the property’s area will be set aside for new parklands, 
including all inclusive playgrounds, an amphitheatre,  
a new dog park and recreational facilities. 

A new 3000sqm park

A new 7,700sqm park
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1. Village Green
A place to play and relax spanning 
3,000 sqm, with a large lawn and an all 
inclusive playground as well as covered 
picnic areas. 

2. Civic Plaza
A distinctive plaza showcasing unique 
heritage items through reuse and 
interpretation. The plaza will include 
places where people can enjoy a coffee, 
have lunch or shop for daily needs.  
It also performs an important function 
in improving access to the train station.

3. Amphitheatre
A place for low-key outdoor events  
and getting together as a community.  
The gentle sculptural terraces  
are designed to complement the 
natural landscape.

5. Southern Park
Sitting at the end of a tree-lined 
boulevard, this 7,700 sqm park  
will be another space for unwinding 
and passive recreation, with more 
covered picnic areas, off-leash 
dog area, children’s play area and 
community garden.

4. Riparian Parkland
A natural green edge running  
beside the creek, linking to natural 
biodiversity areas. A place to  
escape and connect with nature.
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Restoring 
local ecology 

The Corrimal Coke Works will help restore and 
protect important local ecology, including significant 
improvements to the creek, retention of canopy, 
conservation of habitat and creation of an  
ecological zone in the southern part of the site.
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3. Flying Fox Habitat
A landscape buffer will be created for the  
flying foxes that occasionally visit the site.

4. Southern Ecological Zone
The Southern area of the site will be retained and 
restored under a vegetation management plan. 
This includes the removal of weeds and exotic 
species restoring the area to a natural state.

2. Tree Canopy
As well as keeping many of the established 
trees on the site’s perimeter, there will be 
a continuous tree canopy in the streets 
and major plantings of native plants in  
the two parks.

1. The Creek
A naturalised creek bed will be  
re-established, with extensive native  
plantings along the riparian corridor,  
connecting to biodiversity areas.
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Increasing 
connectivity

Whereas the former industrial site was  
off-limits to the public, a new network of  
footpaths, cycleways and circulation roads  
will connect it back into the local area. 

Streets will be of varying size and character, 
including boulevards, tree-lined avenues 
and laneways.

A new walking and cycling path will run from 
Railway Street along North Corrimal Creek 
through the site to connect to Towradgi Creek. 

This will allow people to walk or cycle  
from the centre of Corrimal all the way to  
the beach through the Coke Works site.

These new connections will form part of a new 
bush to beach connection and link to new 
cycleways planned by Council, as well as local 
schools and other key destinations.

One of the key benefits of the Coke Works 
revitalisation is the opportunity to reconnect 
the site to surrounding residents.
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By 2031, some 65,000 additional people  
are expected to live in the region, with  
a growing need for 45,000 extra homes  
and over 32,000 new jobs.1

The revitalisation of Corrimal Coke  
Works has an important role to play  
in this exciting new future. 

Just as Wollongong is pivoting from its 
manufacturing past into a 21st century city, 
our plans would see this former industrial site 
transformed into a best practice residential 
community that sets the bar for urban 
regeneration in the Illawarra and beyond. 

The Corrimal Coke Works development plans 
to make a lasting contribution to the people of 
Corrimal and the Illawarra region, by creating 
a place that aligns to its future as a city of 
innovation, recognises the diversity of its 
community, promotes sustainability and quality 
architecture while respecting its rich past.

Over the past decade 
Wollongong has been 
transforming into a city 
focused on innovation, 
entrepreneurship, higher 
education and services.

Investing in 
Wollongong’s 
future

In line with the  
Coke Works history  
as a major contributor 
to the area, the 
revitalisation of the 
Corrimal Coke Works will 
generate $750 million 
in economic activity, 
supporting over 2,400 
construction jobs and 
140 permanent jobs.

1 “Your Future Illawarra” — NSW Planning & Environment  
Draft Regional Growth and Infrastructure Plan 2014

Wollongong CBD 6.5km 
Wollongong Uni 6.6km 
Corrimal Beach 1.3km

Corrimal Coke Works

Wollongong CBD

Corrimal Beach

Wollongong Uni
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“The residents of the Coke Works would 
spend around $21m every year on retail 
goods and services. Corrimal town centre 
is expected to be a major beneficiary of 
this additional retail spend, potentially 
capturing as much as half of this 
expenditure – $10m to $11m per year.”

Source: HillPDA 

Corrimal Coke Works

Corrimal Beach



Mitigating 
impacts 

The Coke Works  
project has undergone 
extensive, rigorous  
technical investigation 
to ensure any potential 
impacts can be mitigated 
and managed.

 Flooding
 – Technical flooding modelling and  
assessment has been conducted to  
ensure there are no increases to flooding 
upstream or downstream of the site.

 Traffic
 – The detailed traffic studies have 
demonstrated that surrounding roads  
and intersections have the capacity  
to accommodate additional traffic from 
the development. These studies have 
been independently peer reviewed and  
also assessed by Wollongong City  
Council and Transport for NSW.

 – The intersection of Memorial Drive  
and Railway Street will be upgraded  
to provide added capacity to offset  
traffic created by the development.

 – A new roundabout on Railway Street  
will create better access and improve 
traffic management for residents north  
of Railway Street.

 Remediation
 – An independent, EPA accredited site 
auditor will oversee the remediation  
of the site.

 – Some structures that have been deemed 
unsafe will be removed. None of these 
structures have high heritage significance.
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Project Timeline

Aug 2018 Department of Planning & Environment issues 
a Gateway Determination confirming the 
rezoning can proceed

Sep 2018 – Apr 2019 Completion of further technical studies 
Ongoing community consultation

Apr 2018 Wollongong City Council endorses 
Planning Proposal to proceed for Gateway 
Determination (unanimous decision)

2014 – 2017 Planning and consultation for future  
use of site

Oct 2017 ICC submits Planning Proposal to 
Wollongong City Council

Mid 2019 – Mid 2020 Wollongong City Council considers updated 
Planning Proposal 
ICC and Legacy Property continue to provide 
further information to address Council queries

October 2020 Wollongong City Council resolves to seek 
changes to Planning Proposal

Nov 2021 – Mar 2021 ICC and Legacy Property respond  
to Council resolution

April 2021 Wollongong City Council endorses revised 
Planning Proposal. To be placed on 
exhibition (unanimous decision)

Mid 2021 Formal public exhibition for 60 day period

2014 Corrimal Coke Works ceases operation

May 2019 Updated Planning Proposal submitted  
to Wollongong City Council

2022 onwards Site preparation works including remediation 
and bulk earthworks 
Construction of new parkland, roads  
and dwellings

Early 2022 Gazettal of rezoning

Late 2021 Consideration of public submissions and 
final reports to Wollongong City Council and 
Department of Planning & Environment
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The Corrimal Coke Works development plans 
to make a lasting contribution to the people of 
Corrimal and the Illawarra region, by creating 
a place that aligns to its future as a city of 
innovation, recognises the diversity of its 
community, promotes sustainability and quality 
architecture while respecting its rich past. 
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